INDIA'S   REACTION   TO   THE   REFORMS  45

Nationalists it was asserted that the Report was radically
wrong in principle and that they condemned it in toto.

Tilak declared that the proposed scheme was " entirely
unacceptable/' and the leader of the Home Rule agitation,
Mrs. Besant, rejected it as being " unworthy to be offered by
England or to be accepted by India." A special session of
the Congress (August 1918) was convened to consider the
Report, but the general trend of its opposition was to strike
a bargain before the Bill emerged from the Joint Select
Committee. A year later its opposition became violent, as
we have seen, not because of inadequate reforms but of the
passing of the Rowlatt Act and the incidents that followed.
Subsequently the Congress, under the leadership of Gandhi,
accepted his programme of non-co-operation at its session in
1919 held at Amritsar. While the great majority were in
favour of refusing any gift " from blood-stained hands/'
a section of the Congress was in favour of standing as candi-
dates for the Reformed Councils. For the three years
following this session of the Congress, Gandhi's creed
reigned supreme in the Indian national movement, till in
1923 circumstances obliged the Nationalists to change the
battle-front.

The Moslem leaders were on the whole satisfied with
the Reforms, especially in regard to the retention of communal
electorates ; but at the time of the inauguration of the new
Constitution they were rather pre-occupied with the future of
Turkey ! They persuaded themselves to believe that the
interference with the Sultanate, as designed in the Treaty of
Sevres, would mean giving offence to the religious law of
Islam. And we have seen that Gandhi entered into an
alliance with the Khalifat movement in order to find a
common cause of grievance against the Imperial Government.
Though the alliance was short-lived, and served no useful
purpose, it induced the Government of India to protest
against certain provisions imposed upon Turkey by the
Treaty of S&vres. The Moslem agitation in India, however,
received a set-back when Turkey deposed the Khalif.